PRELIMINARY DECLARATION OF DISCLOSURE

What is it?

How is it done?

Who has to do it?

Can it be Waived?

How do | show I did
the Preliminary
Declaration of
Disclosure?

The law requires that in all dissolution, legal separation
and nullity cases, both parties must give information to
the other about their income, assets, debts, and any
investment opportunity available since the date of
separation. This is required even it you have nothing
and are asking for nothing.

The Declaration of Disclosure requires that you
complete at least two forms: a Schedule of Assets and
Debts and an Income and Expense Declaration. These
are attached to the form Declaration of Disclosure and
the completed Declaration is “served” on the other
party. “Service” can be done either personally or by
mail. It is not necessary to have a third party help you
with these forms - YOU CAN give the forms to the other
party. THE FORMS ARE NOT FILED WITH THE COURT,
ONLY SERVED ON THE OTHER PARTY.

The PETITIONER must always complete a Preliminary
Declaration of Disclosure and have it served on the
other party.

The RESPONDENT must complete a Preliminary
Declaration of Disclosure if the Respondent files a
“Response” in the action or if the Respondent signs a
“Marital Settlement Agreement”.

Both parties must file a Final Declaration of Disclosure
if there have been any material changes since the
Preliminary Declaration of Disclosure was filed.

The Preliminary Declaration of Disclosure CANNOT be
waived. It must be done before the Judgment can be
granted. The Final Declaration of Disclosure can be
waived if the Preliminary Declaration of Disclosure has
been done.

You must complete the form “Declaration Regarding
Service of Declaration of Disclosure” and file it with the
Court. You cannot get a Judgment of Dissolution until
this form is on file.




How Detailed Must The  You must provide information on any asset or debt

Information Be? owned by you, your spouse or the two of you together
(community). If you do not know the exact value of
the item you may estimate the value or state
“unknown” only if you have no knowledge or estimate
the value. You do not need to attach statements or
titles to the Preliminary Declaration of Disclosure.

You must also complete the Income and Expense
Declaration (FL-150) for your income and expense, not
your spouse’s.

NOTE: If you are requesting support, you will need to file an original Income and
Expense Declaration (FL-150) with the court. You may file the Income and Expense in the
Disclosure for this purpose.




